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°‘We Do Know... the Direction” 


E HAVE BEEN more successful in exploring the fringes 
W of the physical surface of the universe than in plumbing 
its spiritual depths. Our modern Western advance in the under- 
standing of physical nature has not been accompanied by any 
corresponding increase in spiritual enlightenment. ... The 
universe as we see it through contemporary Western eyes is not 
the true picture of the universe as it is. In the perspective even 
of a distant future in this world, it will probably come to seem 
fantastically out of focus. From the eternal standpoint of God, 
we may be sure that it is no more than a mirage. This illusion 
is the greatest obstacle to our salvation even on the secular plane 
of life; but we do know at any rate the direction in which we have 
to move in our search for a less misleading angle of vision. We 
have to shift our attention from physical nature to the life of the 
spirit; from the creature to the Creator.—ARNOLD J. TOYNBEE 
in the Introduction to Christianity and Civilisation, Pendle Hill. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Communities Called to Prayer Jan. 4-11 





What Better Way? 


To the Editors: 

The Universal Week of Prayer was ini- 
tiated one hundred and one years ago by 
the World’s Evangelical Alliance. The 
first full week of January each year, Sun- 
day to Sunday, is the time of this observ- 
ance. Christians around the world par- 
ticipate in this prayer fellowship. 

The topics for the week, which are used 
in the United States, are printed and dis- 
tributed annually in booklet form by the 
Department of Evangelism of the Federal 
Council of Churches. The dates are Janu- 
ary 4-11, 1948. 

The author selected by the department 
to write the Week of Prayer booklet for 
1948 is the Rev. Hillyer Straton, minister 
of the First Baptist Church of Malden, 
Mass. 

Wherever possible the Week of Prayer 
should be observed unitedly by all the 
churches in the community under the 
sponsorship of the Ministerial Associa- 
tion or the Council of Churches. If this 
seems impossible, then individual pastors 
and churches will find a rich reward in 
participating in this world-wide fellow- 
ship of prayer. 

How could a community of churches be- 
gin the new year in a more appropriate 
way than by a united participation with 
Christians of other lands in the Week of 


The Week of Prayer booklet (5 cents; 
10% less in quantities of 300 or more) 
may be ordered from the Department of 
Evangelism, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 
10, N. Y. JESSE M. BADER, 

Executive Secretary 
Dept. of Evangelism, 
Federal Council of Churches, New York. 


If Calvin Did It— 


To the Editors: 

‘ We may be more of a ritualistic 
church now than we were fifty years ago; 
but the fact remains that the worship in 
the average Presbyterian church today is 
still lacking in the liturgical. The Epis- 
copal Church is more ritualistic than we 
have ever been—in fact, it is out-and-out 
liturgical—yet its growth has been far 
in advance of ours in recent years. ... 
If liturgy had anything to do with church 
decline, the Episcopal Church would have 
been dead years ago. 

Certainly no movement in church his- 
tory was more vital than Calvin’s. Yet 
Calvin himself, in Strasbourg, went up the 
steps and, while facing the altar, with 
his back to the people, prayed the con- 
fession, then turned toward the 
and pronounced the absolution, and con- 
tinued through a service as liturgical as 
anything that exists anywhere in America 
today. Such “high-churchism” did not 
take the vitality out of Calvinism. 

The spirit that kills churches is a com- 
bination of ignorant prejudice, political- 
mindedness, and spiritual lethargy. Men 
like ———— are guilty of the first, the 
bureaucrats in a church are guilty of the 
second, and the rest of us are struggling 
with the third. 


people 


FRANK R. 
San Antonio, Texas. 
—From The Presbyterian. 


NEFF, JR. 


On Second Coming 
To the Editors: 
Brother Phagan’s letter to the editors 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as _ second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 
Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 403 East Franklin Street, 

Telephone 2-9492, 10c a copy, $ 
Copyright, 1947, by Presbyterian of the South, Inc. 


the act of March 3, 1879. 
Richmmond 19, Virginia. 


of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK (Dec. 
22), was a surprise to me. In writing 
my first letter about Dr. MacLean’s sermon 
I had only one purpose and that was that 
as ministers we had better be careful 
about such questions as were raised in 
that sermon. [I had no desire to enter into 
a discussion about the Second Coming of 
our Lord. My views about this subject 
were presented to Central Texas Presby- 
tery three years ago when that body asked 
me to preach a sermon on the theories of 
the Second Coming of our Lord. And that 
body thought the sermon clear enough to 
be printed in its minutes. 

Brother Phagan seems to have caught 
my meaning when he says that when the 


Lord returns he will not be crucified 
again. The word flesh which I used had 
its scripture meaning of earthly condi- 
tions. Maybe the Rev. Brother believes 
that when the Lord comes he will sit on 
a throne in Jerusalem and lead an army 
to subdue the world of unbelievers. If 
he does I will be glad to mail him a copy 
ot my presbyterial sermon. 

Temple, Texas. MICHAEL MAR YOSIP. 


Westminster, Memphis 
To the Editors: 


Our address is listed wrong in _ the 
Minutes of the General Assembly and 
hence a lot of our mail is being sent to 
the wrong address. If possible could you 
please run a notice giving our correct ad- 
dress— 

Westminster Presbyterian Church, 

672 S. Bellevue, 

Memphis, Tenn. 
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Japanese Church Drafts Creed — 


Committee of United Church Submits Statement for Study 


Tokyo. (RNS)—After months of dis- 
cussion and study, the Committee on 
Creed of the Church of Christ in Japan 
has drafted a creed which it is now sub- 
mitting to the whole church, No offi- 
cial English translation has yet been 
prepared, but the meaning of each 
article follows: 

“Believing that the Old and New 
Testaments, which are the Word of God, 
are the infallible basis of our faith and 
life; accepting as a valuable heritage 
of the historic Church since the days of 
the Apostles, the Apostles’ Creed and 
the Nicene Creed which, being based 
upon the Bible, the ancient church con- 
fessed; and standing on the faith of the 
Gospel which the Reformers and others 
clarified; we are united by the following 
confession: 


“1. We believe in God the Father 
who is the Creator of all things. 

“2. We believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, who, descending 
from heaven, became a man for our 
salvation, died on the cross for the re- 
demption of our sins; he arose, ascended 
unto heaven, and as the ever-living high 
priest intercedes for us. 

“3. We believe in the Holy Spirit 
who, emerging from the Father and the 
Son, testifies of the Son in us. 

“4. We believe the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, being three, are one God. 

“5. We believe that we are united 


with the Lord Jesus Christ by this faith, 
are forgiven and justified, sanctified, 
and made partakers of eternal life. 

“6. We believe that, until the day 
when the Lord comes again and accom- 
plishes his kingdom, the church into 
which we are called by this faith, is the 
holy and only body of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and is present on earth as the 
visible church, giving us _ fellowship 
through the Holy Spirit, and executing 
the task of reconciling the world with 
God through the preaching of the Gospel 
and the observance of the Holy Sacra- 
ments.”’ 


Greenbrier Unanimous on Reunion 


Greenbrier Presbytery in West Vir- 
ginia, after voting unanimously last fall 
for continued participation in the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches, voted in De- 
cember—again unanimously—to  ap- 
prove the proposed plan of Presbyterian 
Reunion as the one which should be 
submitted to the church for action. 


Arkansas For Council 27-8 


With the 27-8 vote of Arkansas Pres- 
bytery, favoring the Federal Council of 
Churches, the three Arkansas Presby- 
teries are lined up on the same side, 
supporting the Council. This presby- 
tery makes the standing at the present 
time 42 For, 12 Against, 1 tie. 





Challenge to the Church in 1948 


J. McDOWELL RICHARDS, President, Columbia Theological Seminary, 


Decatur, Ga.: 


“TI believe that the Presbyterian Program of Progress, with its 


specific objectives in Evangelism, Education, and Missions, constitutes the great 


challenge to our church in 1948.” 


HENRY LOUIS SMITH, Greensboro, N. C. 


ton and Lee University: 
lower classes.’ ” 


WALLACE M. ALSTON, Minister, Druid Hills church, Atlanta: 


: President emeritus, Washing- 


“To attract, convert, and enlist what we now call ‘the 


“The par- 








ticular challenges before our church in 1948 are: (1) To make substantial head- 
way in the achievement of our Presbyterian Program of Progress goals; (2) 
To give a forthright answer in the affirmative as to our attitude in Protestant 
cooperation; (3) To act intelligently and with Christian courage and vision 


looking toward the reunion of the Presbyterian family, even though this union 
may not take place in the near future. 


CHARLES W. PERRY, Manager Plywood Distribution Warehouse; Elder, 
First church, High Point, N. C.: “To establish more outpost Sunday schools 
80 as to reach more of our people who are in no church.” 


Students Dig Deep 
To Give $5,500 


For French Seminary 


Union and ATS Build Fund 
For Montpellier Seminary 


When Jean Abel came to the U. S. 
last year as a visiting student at Union 
Seminary in Virginia he was typical of 
many other European students hoping 
to spend a year or so in the stimu- 
lating and more plentiful surroundings 
of this country, adding to his theologi- 
cal preparation before returning to his 
native land for service as a Protestant 
minister. Now he is providing for a 
growing group of US Presbyterians a 
link with the 1,000,000 Protestants of 
France and a source of life and health 
to the students and faculty of Mont- 
pellier Seminary. 

With no request for help, Jean, who 
is now at McCormick Seminary in Chi- 
cago, has simply been writing two or 
three close friends at Union some of 
the stark facts confronting his fellows 
at home and these facts have moved stu- 
dents and faculties at the seminary and 
at the Assembly’s Training School to put 
aside plans for Christmas gifts in order 
to raise a fund of more than $5,000 
out of their own pockets to tide the 70 
students and seven faculty members at 
Montpellier over the winter. During 


Christmas holidays they took home with 
them graphic descriptions of conditions 
at Montpellier, from Jean’s letters but 
also from other investigations. ... 
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“Of four students sent to the mission 
field last year, one died immediately and 
all the others had to return in broken 
health as the result of malnutrition. 
Most of the students are underfed and 
suffering in body and mind from their 
plight. . Bed-sheets are among the 
articles most needed; those there date 
from pre-war time and are torn-out 
rags; it is impossible to secure new 
ones unless paying $10 each from the 
black market. . . Ministers who, upon 
leaving the seminary, take up a church, 
after one year of active ministry they 
are so completely exhausted that their 
ministry is called upon question. 

Add the individual poverty of the stu- 


dents who, during their studies, can 
practically buy absolutely nothing be- 
cause they can earn nothing . . they 


have no money behind them and most 
of them have never worn a new piece 
of clothes during their lives. ... 
Food costs have risen from 50-100%. 

The present strikes in France 
are the result of the working classes 
not having enough food to continue 
work. It is from these classes that the 
Protestant churches draw their support. 
If the church constituency has insuffi- 
cient food to live on, there is, of course, 
no support of pastors and students possi- 
ble. French Protestants will see the 
worst winter in their history this year. 
.. . Clothing is desperately needed, but 
food is the primary need... .” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


By the time seminary and ATS stu- 
dents had read and heard thesé words, 
together with the urgent concern they 
had seen in Jean Abel, Christmas money, 
and a lot more for months to come, be- 
gan to pour in to Grace Lyons at ATS 
and Russell Fleming at the seminary. 


Training school students and faculty 
gave $1,708. Of almost $4,800 re- 
ceived at the seminary, $1,000 was 


designated for the World Student Fed- 
eration to care for more widespread 
needs, while the rest, with more being 
sought in every student’s home com- 
munity during the holidays, was to be 
directed to aid Montpellier. 

When Jean Abel heard of the propor- 
tions of the development to aid this 
center of French Protestantism, his 
heart could not contain itself. He wrote 
friends, ‘‘Don’t expect too much of us 
right away; give us time to recapture 
the vision of the Church Universal 
through your genuine concern and love, 
give us time to believe again that it is 
possible to be loved genuinely even 
though you are poor. We'll re- 
discover the true meaning of Christmas, 
Immanuel; we are no longer ‘alone’ in 





Religious Tolerance 
By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





HERE HAS BEEN a row in New 
York because a school authority 
banned from the public schools in 
a section of Brooklyn, where two-thirds 
of the school children are Jewish, 
Christmas carols 
and programs which 


have specifically 
Christian content. 
This action re 


sulted in strong pro- 
tests from both Ro- 
man Catholic and 
Protestant leaders. 
The Knights of Co- 
lumbus declared the 
action to be an “‘in- 
sult” to the Christian convictions of 
America. 





Dr. Niebuhr 


This friction proves how very limited 
is the tolerance of Americans and how 
difficult it is to see ourselves as others 
see us. Christians are in a majority in 
America and Jews are in a minority. 

When the majority is overwhelming, 
as it is in certain sections of the coun- 
try, it is inevitable that even secular 
public schools should reflect the culture 
and even the religious faith of that 
majority, particularly at such seasons 
as Christmas, when songs and stories 
represent various blends of Christmas 
as a folk festival and as a religiously 
significant occasion. 

The Jews as a minority group have 
long since had to conform to a certain 
degree to Christian holidays as folk 
festivals in a way in which Christians 
do not accept the Jewish holidays. 


But when Jewish children represent 
an actual majority in a public school, 
is not a school authority justified in or- 
daining that the Christmas songs in 
school exercises should be limited to 
those which have no specific religious 
content? And is anything gained by 
trying to force Jewish children to sing 
songs which cannot possibly mean to 
them what they mean to Christian chil- 
dren? 

It cannot be denied that the religious 
pluralism of America tends to make our 
public education unduly secular. It is 
impossible to introduce the religious 
elements of our culture into edu- 
eation, because of the varying religious 
convictions. Christians might well re- 
member that this excessive secularism 
is due not merely to the fact that we 
have a large number of Jews in our 
population but also because Christians 
do not agree with each other. 

It would be a good thing if we could 
all practice a greater degree of for- 
bearance so that education would not 
have to be so consistently secularized. 
But there is a limit to such forbearance 
on the part of a minority group. 

We might well expect of them that 
they would entertain interpretations of 
faiths other than their own with sym- 
pathy, but we cannot expect of them 
that they should participate in rites and 
ceremonies which express a faith other 
than their own. We would certainly 
be foolish to expect any conversion to 
our faith by such coercion.—(Copy- 
right, 1947, by RNS). 
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the World, unrelated, emprisoned with- 
in our traditions, creeds or national 
boundaries; we one and the same 
body; these are things you can believe 
firmly and preach about, but it does not 
become ‘new life’ within you, flesh and 
blood, fire and spirit, before God grants 
us some specific experience as the one 
going on right now . ig 


are 


His projected trip to renew friend- 
ships in Virginia he had cancelled. ‘I 
am dead broke,’’ he wrote, “I have de- 
cided that I would work downtown (in 
Chicago) somewhere, here, that I might 
earn some money and send some CARE 
packages to France (I think particu- 
larly about Espaze, who lost his wife 
recently and is in a hospital with two 
kids . — 

Jean Abel came to America last year 
as a 25-year-old former worker in the 
underground who had served with his 
fellow-students in making false iden- 
tity papers for Jews and members of 
the Maquis who were being hunted by 
the Gestapo. Forty students at Mont- 
pellier helped smuggle around 200 per- 
sons out of France in that manner. 
Seven of his close friends who worked 
in the underground were seized by 
the Gestapo. Later Jean was a chaplain 
with the Free French Army in the 
south of France. His home is in 
Evreux, Normandy, and he was educated 
at L’Ecole des Roches, where his father 
was a professor. At 20 he enrolled in 
the divinity school of the Eglise Re- 
formee de France. 

During his period of study in the 
U. S. he has made the most of his op- 
portunities, visiting every possible con- 
ference, making friends everywhere, 
hitchhiking to the West Coast and back 
during the summer, learning all he can. 
At one conference last July something 
was said about Southern Presbyterians. 
““Are there any Southern Presbyterians 
in the class?"’ the leader asked. One 
hand was raised. It was that of the 
loyal French Protestant—Jean Abel. He 
had made himself one with them. 


During the next month the president 
of Union Seminary, Dr. Lacy, will have 
an opportunity to visit Montpellier (see 
page 10) bearing personal greetings, 
finding new ways to relate needs there 
and resources here. In that city of 
$5,000 or more, about 100 miles east of 
Marseille on the Mediterranean coast, he 
will have an opportunity to see what the 
gifts of sacrificing students are meaning 
to those who have never known plenty. 

Students and professors alike see in 
this movement something more than 
feeding hungry men by sending food 
parcels and providing clothing. Their 
prayer is that it may be ‘ta redemptive 
act which would have far-reaching con- 
sequences throughout the Protestant 
Church in France.” A good many think 
it may well become just that, and some 
talk of Southern Presbyterians becom- 
ing so concerned anhout the plight of the 
descendants of the sturdy Huguenots 
that they might take on as “their” 
project the restoration of that deserving 
family. 





— Sl lU 


n- 
re, 
ck 


ng 
ns. 
ins 
ne 
he 
He 


ent 
ave 


gs, 
ere 

of 
. of 


the 
ing 
ity. 
_ in 
han 
ood 
1eir 
tive 
on- 
fant 
ink 
ome 
om- 
the 
nots 
eir”’ 
ving 





DECEMBER 29, 1947 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 5 


The Battle for China 


A Meditation from the Battlefield 
By E. H. HAMILTON 


EDITORS’ NOTE: The following was written by Mr. Ham- 
ilton of our China Mission the day William Junkin, Jr., 
suffered a serious head injury, a basal fracture of the skull, 
at Sutsien, N. Kiangsu. They both had gone there to at- 
tend a beautiful and elaborate memorial service for Wil- 
liam F. Junkin, Sr. Mr. Junkin’s condition has steadily 
improved, and he is now considered out of danger. 


r HIS MORNING AT DAWN, with a cheerio and a God- 
bless-you I waved goodbye to a young friend whom 
I love, as he sat atop a crowded Chinese military 
truck. “Fine! He will reach Suchowfu by early afternoon; 
he will make the eighty miles in seven hours,’ I thought. 
And I. went back to the church to attend morning prayers. 
A few minutes later I was called out. ‘‘The young shep- 
herd is badly wounded in the head . . the driver dashed 
wildly through the low-arched gate of the Sutsein city wall, 
and four Chinese and the American shepherd suffered head 
injuries!”’ . . And now my young buddy lies on an army 
cot in a make-believe hospital, fighting for his life. 


I dare not cry, “My God, my God, oh why—?” Mute, 
I fall back on Him in faith. And yet there comes to my 
mind the question that someti-ne has been on the lips of 
every missionary of the cross: Is it worth it, Lord? Why 
should we live over here where there is constant danger, 
danger from the enemies of God, danger from travel by 
train or on the highway, danger from lurking disease, dan- 
ger of breaking under the strain of living as a stranger 
in a strange land? Why should we not go back to the 
land of our birth, where there is reasonable security of 
life and happiness surrounded by our loved ones, and liv- 
ing with God’s people? 

God’s answer comes clearly to my heart, through his 
servant Paul: ‘‘Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your 
sake, and fill up on my part that which is lacking of the 
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which 
is the church.”’ (Col. 1:24.) 


“But can there be anything lacking in the sufferings of 
Christ?”’ I ask. And God’s answer comes to my heart: 
“The sufferings of my Son on Calvary were sufficient to re- 
deem the world, but the messengers of redemption must 
suffer too, else the world will never come to know it has 
been redeemed.” 


Paul Did It 


Paul, why did you choose a via dolorosa? Why did you 
deliberately run the gauntlet of a myriad dangers: ‘‘in 
danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger; from my 
own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, dan- 
ger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false 
brethren, in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless 
night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and 
exposure’”’? You could have stayed in Jerusalem, surrounded 
with parchments and scholars, yourself the deepest scholar 
of the great Sanhedrin. You could have lived out your 
days as a student of God’s word, a defender of the faith 
(with three good meals a day, except for times of voluntary 
fasting and prayer), withal maintaining the profound re- 
spect of your fellow-countrymen, instead of being hounded 
from city to city, through the years and across the nations, 
as a heretic and rebel. 

“Yes, I could,’’ Paul makes reply, ‘‘but my soul would 
have shrivelled, and my life had been but a name em- 
balmed in the tombs of Jewish ecclesiastical history. And 
what would have happened to the body of the living Christ, 
his church? Had I shunned suffering, the Son of God 


would have suffered in vain. For of what use is redemp- 
tion, if the world know not of it, and perish in its sin?’ 


Roll of the Faithful 


Adoniram, why did you travel the Burma road—to a 
stifling prison, to lie in filth and be tortured day after day? 
Why didn’t you and Ann go back to America, where you 
could have been pastor of a large Baptist church? And 
Judson answers, ‘““We must fill up that which is lacking of 
the afflictions of Christ in our bodies, else no Burmese 
can belong to his fold.’’ 

David, why didn’t you stay in Bonnie Scotland with Mary 
and the bairns, instead of wading waist-deep through fever- 
infested swamps, while ahead and behind lurked hostile 
tribes thirsting for your blood? And Livingstone makes 
reply, ‘“‘I must fill up that which is lacking of the sufferings 
of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake—else there will 
be no black sheep (washed white by his blood) in his fold.’’ 

James, why did you plunge back into the wilds of New 
Guinea again and again, calling the daily hazards of life 
the salt and pepper that gave flavor to the task—until at 
last they got you? And Chalmers answers me, “Because I 
knew that the Spirit of Christ would get them, and claim 
them for his own.”’ 

Wilfred, why did you suffer cold and peril for years, driv- 
ing your small craft through North Atlantic storms? And 
Grenfell answers, ‘‘Because my Master needed other fisher- 
men than Peter and Andrew, James and John, to be num- 
bered among his followers. 

Jack, why didn’t you remain safe in Haichow, nursing 
your frail body, instead of going into a lair of human ti- 
gers? And Vinson reminds me, ‘Except a grain of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone, but if it 
die, it bringeth forth much fruit. I am not afraid to die. 
If I fear suffering or death, how can my Chinese know life 
through the death of the Son of God?” 


* * * * * * 


Lord Jesus, give a courage like thine own: ‘‘There- 
fore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down My life 
ee -no man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of 
Myself’? . . . And a courage like thy servant Paul's: ‘‘What 
mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? For I am ready 
not to be bound only, but also to die . . for the name 
of the Lord Jesus.” . . “According to my earnest expec- 
tation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, 
but that with all boldness, as always, even so now also 
Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life 
or by death.” 

And all this, O Christ, that the world may know . 
that thou hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. AMEN. 


The Lamps of Home 


By STELLA BLANCHE STUART 


Soft lamps send out a rosy glow 
Through curtains crisp and white 

To welcome home day-weary folk 
For quiet rest at night. 


While soft stars twinkle in the sky 
Through cloud-drapes, mystic, odd, 
To guide folk to immortal rest 
In company with God. 


Bryan, Texas. 
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They Said Something! 


(And We Printed It) 


EDITORS’ NOTE—As we come to the close of the year 
we look back over the events which have occurred and the 
names which have made news. From our columns we take 
the following quotations from significant articles or state- 
ments by groups or individuals as they called the church 
to consider important issues. 


A New Era for Christian Missions in Asia 


“Asia Minor two thousand years ago called to St. Paul. 
Today all Asia calls to all the Christian world. What can 
our own denomination, the Presbyterian Church, US, do 
in answer to this call and this opportunity? . . We must 
advance into a more glorious missionary future. . We 
should help to rebuild Christian churches, hospitals, schools 
and other institutions. . - We should continue to pioneer. 

. One very strong argument for church union with the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, is that this would open five new 
missionary fields to our young volunteers. . . . Let us work 
in warm understanding and fellowship with other evangeli- 
cal missionary societies and national church groups, toward 
the day when ‘all shall be one, that the world may believe.’ 

. Let us pray for a revival of religious faith in Russia. 

. Asia is entering a new era. . . The outcome could 
not fail to have significance . . for the entire world.”— 
FRANK W. PRICE, January 13. 


On Saving Your Influence 


“The cautious churchman, anxious not to offend any 
man, lest his precious influence be spoiled, may one 
day discover that influence to have become tasteless, 
even a little moldy, a thing no one wants.”—KEN- 
NETH J. FOREMAN, March 24. 


A Southern Custom 


“From Richmond, Va., to Anderson, S. C., I took a Grey- 
hound bus. As I got off at a station for breakfast I was 
surprised to see the signs, ‘White’ and ‘Colored.’ I was con- 
fronted with the problem of where to go, for I am neither 
white nor black! This social distinction is just a Southern 
custom. Customs can be changed! Please learn a lesson 
from your Chinese fellow-Christians. When missionaries 
first went to China 90 per cent of our women had small 
bound feet and 99 per cent of our men had long pigtails. 
Now 90 per cent of our women have natural feet and 99 
per cent of our men have lost their pigtails. Please do 
not think this is an easy task. It was tremendously diffi- 
cult. . . Our early Christians had to risk their children’s 
fortune to let their daughters have natural feet and their 
sons short hair. When they were born again in the Spirit 
they loved Christ more than themselves. All the impossi- 
bles became possible.” -SHIU-YINGH HU, Chinese Christian 
botanist studying in America, in her address to the Mis- 
sions convention in Nashville, published here February 10. 


On the One Hand, God; On the Other, Denial 


‘Either the Negro is a child of God or he is not. If he is, 
then basically he is equal and deserving of all the oppor- 
tunities that true equality implies. If he is not, then let 
us come out boldly and say that he is not, find pseudo- 
scientific basis for an American brand of ‘blood and soil,’ 
and proceed without cant. The psychological cleavage in 
the southern mind in the realm of race is disastrous. We 
are attempting to hold on with one hand to the things of 
God while with the other hand we hold to the very doc- 
trines which deny our Bible and our Master. The church 
in the South cannot continue to exalt Jesus Christ while 


we remain unconcerned in regard to a matter which is so 
out of accord with the whole spirit of Christianity. To 
provide equality at Montreat for Negroes would be but a 
symbol of the fact that the Presbyterian Church recognizes 
that the whole social structure of the South is in opposition 
to the principles of Jesus. In the providing of that symbol 
we would be taking a stand that would bring down criticism 
and perhaps persecution, but by means of our symbol of 
protest we would perhaps be saving our soul.” —-KENNETH 
G. PHIFER, February 10. 


Pity the Poor Pastor 


“If a pastor would even read all the literature sent 
him by the church and extra-church agencies, he would 
have precious little time left to read his Bible. Surely 
a halt needs to be called somewhere, or a change of 
strategy, especial since most of this literature and many 
of these programs are reaching a pitiably small num- 
ber of church members.”—JOHN LEGION (?), Feb- 
ruary 24. 


Religion in Education 
“The real lack in modern education is the lack of a 
genuine faith. The tacit faith of most education is 
secularism. . The liberal arts college and the church 
have set themselves against the drift, but they have felt 
the blight. . . Courses in religion are no cure. The fact 
that they are courses, optional among other courses, sug- 


. gests to the student that religion is an optional and academic 


interest no more important than meteorology or the eigh- 
teenth century novel. The student infers that religion is a 
kind of necktie, if a man favors that color, whereas in 
actuality religion is the main artery of the man’s neck. 
But courses in religion, especially if taught by someone with 
religious fervor, might have temporary value until a more 
permanent answer is found. . . The real answer is that 
the colleges must become religious, or that the churches 
must once more become centers of education.—-GEORGE A. 
BUTTRICK, March 3. 


The Modern Woman’s Dilemma 


“IT am convinced that until more women work out a 
sounder philosophy of their relation to life, until they make 
themselves happier about their place and work in the world, 
until they accept the fundamental requirements—biologic 
and social—of the pattern that was cut the moment they 
were conceived women, and set themselves to fitting it to 
their individual capabilities and personalities, embroider- 
ing it with native skill and acquired knowledge and heaven- 
sent inspiration, rather than tearing it up and stamping 
upon it, only with tears to regret their rash action and get 
down on their knees to pick up the damaged pieces for a 
makeshift repair job, the sex as a whole is in danger of 
becoming as ineffective and neurotic as its most severe 


critics believe it now to be—NATALIE M. BLANTON, 
March 10-17. 


Church and Economics at Pittsburgh 


“The church should continually seek to determine the 
moral climate of the entire economy. It is peculiarly 
equipped to train and develop, from earliest childhood 
through adult life, the type of person possessed of those 
Christian qualities of character so essential in all phases of 
economic life. It cannot be too strongly emphasized that to 
discharge obligations implicit in intelligent participation in 
the solution of the economic problems of our time involves 
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responsibilities of the gravest import. Important among 
these is a drastic change in the concept of church member- 
ship. Church membership as conceived throughout this re- 
port involves a deep concern for the economic welfare of 
mankind and a sacrificial dedication of time, talents, and 
energies to the daily service of Christ through the extension 
of social justice in the economic field. We call upon our 
fellow church members everywhere to join us in commit- 
ment to such service.—Findings of the Pittsburgh Confer- 
ence on the Economic Order, reported here March 10. 


The Infection of Pride 


“The church should have been the first to see, in the clear 
light of the gospel, that any institution which man touches 
is bound to be infected with pride. But the Roman Church 
has its infallible dogma and to disbelieve it is mortal sin. 
Some belated parts of the Protestant Church still have 
their inerrantly inspired Scripture and their pretentious 
systems of doctrine. Until the church acknowledges its mis- 
use of authority, and penitently confesses the pretentious 
inclusion of its own partial, finite, human perspective under 
the cloak of God’s authority, it is not likely to allay . 
distrust.” . . “The bland notion, so frequently expressed 
in orthodox circles, that you have only to convert men to 
the love of God and their social conduct will automatically 
correct itself, has been disastrous. It has permitted all 
kinds of social injustices to hide under the cloak of the 
most innocent-looking piety.”,—J. HARRY COTTON, in the 
Sprunt Lectures, reported here March 17. 


If By Any Means 


“It is our mission to unite the religious forces of the 
world to establish upon the earth the life of the spirit. 
Unity is essential to that end. . . I would gladly kneel 
for re-ordination if by that act unity might come. I will 
wear my collar backwards, much as I prefer the dress of a 
common man; I will preach from a center pulpit or a high 
pulpit at the side; I will read the sacred word from lectern, 
altar, or pulpit; I will look upon the episcopacy as an order 
or an office; I will make any adjustments in all the matters 
of form and ceremony necessary if the unsearchable riches 
of Christ may become the possession of all men, and men as 
brothers may worship God in spirit and in truth, and serve 
one another in love and justice.”—-BISHOP G. BROMLEY 
OXNAM, quoted here May 5. 


Let Presbyterians Reunite! 


“Committees on Cooperation and Union have been work- 
ing for ten years. The plan they now present may not be 
perfect; it is offered at this time for study and amendment. 
Objections to details are not necessarily objections to re- 
union. The plan can and will be perfected. But we dare 
not let this opportunity pass. The door is now open. The 


Spirit is calling, and Christ is still praying, ‘““That they may — 


all be one—that the world may believe that Thou hast sent 
me.’’—121 Southern Presbyterians in a Signed Statement, 
May 19. , 


The World Must See! 


“Our Lord looked down the vista uf the ages when he 
prayed for the oneness of his people. To contend that 
he referred only to an inward spiritual unity is to my mind 
one of the worst expository blunders that some good and 
learned men make. The Lord once and again offers the 
plea for the answering of this prayer ‘that the world may 
know.’ The world understands little of, to them, an in- 
tangible inner unity, while outwardly there is division and 
Separatist discussion.’”—P. FRANK PRICE, May 26. 


Class Church? 


“Our church . . . is composed largely of classes of society 
who are either indifferent or hostile to the closed shop in 


particular and- organized labor in -general.-: If the reader is-—--~-- ~~ ----—- 
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skeptical, let him count up how many members of his 
church belong to a union—not a company union but a 
genuine labor union. Let him offer the suggestion that 
maybe current legislation will have the effect of destroying 
the unions, and see whether the possibility arouses any 
consternation in his Sunday school class.”"—-KENNETH J. 
FOREMAN, June 2. 


A Fake and Unholy Alliance 


“There are ministers here and there in our land, a 
minority luckily, who court the powers-that-be in our tem- 
poral society by using God and religion as a cloak to fight 
the interest of those ‘in their communities who have found 
that they can protect themselves against exploitation only 
by joining together in labor unions. There was a man who 
lived a long time ago who had a name for them, and boldly 
used it to their faces: ‘Whited sepulchers.’ . . The kow- 
towing of the minister to the church elder who happened 
to run the town as banker or mill-owner . . is still true, 
though happily it does not seem as widespread as it once 
was. It is a fearsome sort of fake and unholy alliance be- 
tween God and Mammon.”—-THOMAS STOKES, June 23. 


Southern Presbyterianism’s Official Sin 


“It is the great official sin of Southern Presby- 
terianism: theoretical, boastful allegiance to Christian 
education, coupled with a practical neglect of it in our 
actual church program.”’—R. T. L. LISTON, June 30. 


Returns After Eleven Years 


“T.am now certain that it was wrong to form the sepa- 
ratist movement in 1936 and to proclaim the Presbyterian 
Church in the USA as apostate. My eleven years of asso- 
ciation with that separatist movement have only confirmed 
the teaching of the Scriptures on the visible church and 
the mistake of withdrawing from one of its true, visible 
branches. My great regret is that I did not see this clearly 
eleven years ago.’”—-EDWIN H. RIAN, July 7. 


One World? 


“It is not out of place to ask whether we have a 
right to talk about one world when we, as Southern 
Presbyterians, have not yet been able to join all other 
Presbyterian bodies in one great Presbyterian Church.” 
—PRESIDENT FRANK P. GRAHAM, July 7. 


The Emergency Is Not Over 


“Tf our hope is in Christ . . . then his church must find 
effective channels through which her message can be heard. 

. . The real issue is wholehearted cooperation. We have 
seen the impressive spectacle of nations standing together 
in the emergency, with no time to magnify petty differences 
and dislikes. . The emergency is not over. Let not 
any branch of the Christian Church suppose for a moment 
that she can settle back in quiet, undisturbed isolation, and 
live. Christ would call out to his church, ‘He that saveth 
his life shall lose it, but he that loseth his life for my 
sake and the gospel’s shall save it.’’’—-JOHN R. CUNNING- 
HAM, Moderator of the General Assembly, July 21. 


The Nation Is One 


“We would at all times remember that our nation is one 
nation. Wherever there is trouble, North, East, South, or 
west, it affects us all, North, East, South, and West. 
whether it be in Detroit or in Georgia, and we should 
voice our concern and protest wherever we live, North, 
East, South, or West. We are aware of the tactics used 
to defeat justice by the cry of ‘Northern interference’ and 
recognize it for what it is worth—a cheap and unworthy 
and contemptible method to divert justice.”,—-METHODIST 
WOMEN OF THE SOUTHEASTERN JURISDICTION, Au- 
gust 11. Lee, Bie sere , 
(Continued next week) 
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EDITORIAL 


A Matter of Money 


Every member of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church rejoices to see the 
month-by-month increases in benevo- 
lence receipts reported in these columns. 
The major agencies of the denomination 
are moving toward an even better 
record than last year—and they must 
do so in order to meet emergency situ- 
ations created by advancing costs. 

This good record, however, is by no 
means the complete story, for there are 
other fundamental agencies in the 
church which, instead of gaining, are 
falling far short of urgent needs. These 
are generally the newer causes which 
have not yet found their way into all 
budgets through synods, presbyteries 
and local churches. Some local treas- 
urers, no doubt, may not even know 
the respective treasurers to whom con- 
tributions are to be sent each month. 
Then, these are for smaller amounts, 
and the small proportions in the 
church’s budget usually suffer. With 
small operating funds, this situation be- 
comes serious, and with the necessity of 
borrowing in advance to meet commit- 
ments to which the General Assembly 
has pledged itself it becomes an ex- 
pensive way to do the Lord’s work. 

We have not heard from all four 
causes which we here list, but we know 
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that some of them are hard-pressed to 
meet urgent needs, and we suspect that 
all of them are falling well below what 
the church is determined they shall 
have. This year’s budget calls for the 
following arrangement: 


Evangelism, .75% ...... $ 23,325 
aS, eer ee 62,200 
Negro Work, 3.25% .. 101,075 
Christian Relations, .75% 23,325 


Of our Negro Work we know the 
situation to be such as to demand 
prompt and adequate support. Of the 
others we suspect much the same could 
be said unless we wish to encourage 
the wasteful procedure of borrowing 
money in order to meet current needs. 
Though this has always been done by 
smaller agencies it nevertheless should 
be made unnecessary. 

For Negro Work only $5,927.53 came 
in during the first quarter, instead of 
approximately $21,000. Even the total 
$85,000 budget adopted for the year of- 
fered no challenge of new work such 
as the full $100,000 would make pos- 
sible. We do not believe the church 
wants this cause which it set forward 
in a great new way a year ago to fall 
into such difficulties so early in its 
career. The same for the other smaller 
agencies. 

No one has even suggested that we 
discuss this matter in this paper. We 
do it only because we are convinced 
that our people will be concerned to 
know that these important agencies are 
in need of what they can do in their 
Lehaif: 

1. See to it that the full percentage 
approved by the Assembly goes to each 
cause in each budget—in synod, presby- 
tery, «nd local church. 

2. Make sure that contributions are 
mailed to the respective treasurers 
promptly—once a month. 

3. Provide special gifts to enable 
these newer efforts to establish them- 
selves until the time when they auto- 
inatically appear in the budgets—and in 
the receipts—along with the other As- 
sembly-approved agancies. 

Someone in every situation might well 
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take it upon himself to check up on this 
matter in every church. That person 
might well be you in your church. 


‘Is Saul Also Among 
the Prophets?’’ 


In many points the moral ideals of 
Jesus can be found in the teachings of 
other religions. The unique thing about 
Jesus was the fact that his life and 
character were perfectly consistent with 
what he taught. And that consistency 
between profession and practice should 
characterize the follower of Christ. 

It is a very encouraging fact that 
many people recognize the necessity of 
a spiritual undergirding of our civiliza- 
tion. Calls to return to religion and 
morality come from unexpected sources. 
All very well. 

But it is very discouraging at times 
to see such glaring discrepancies be- 
tween what they tell us we ought to 
do and the policies they themselves fol- 
low. Let me give two illustrations. 

One of the popular pictorial maga- 
zines in America wrote some time back 
about the failure of the church to have 
a sure voice for these times. Now I 
think the criticism is valid. The voice 
of the church is more like the confusion 
of Babel than ‘‘one clear call for me.” 
But in that very same issue of the maga- 
zine there were innumerable liquor 
ads. The editor forfeits his standing 
as a consistent prophet of righteousness 
when he lectures on the need of rell- 
gion in American life and then takes in 
more than a million dollars a year from 
liquor ads. 

In a recent issue of Readers’ Digest 
there is a quotation from a magazine 
for men. The article quoted was splen- 
did. It protested ‘‘an appalling lack 
of simple ethics and moral probity on 
the part of the younger generation.” 
And yet that very magazine from which 
this article was taken specializes in sug- 
gestive and immoral cartoons and pic- 
tures. How can we develop moral 
probity in young people whose minds 





W. TALIAFERRO THOMPSON, 


the Church Grows, Burkhart. 


Romains. 


R. O. P. Taylor, Blackwell. 





Books I Liked in ’47 


JAMES W. JACKSON, Minister, First church, Columbia, S. C.: The In- 
terseminary Scries by various authors; The Life of Dr. Harvey Cushing, Fulton; 
Revelation and Reason, Emil Brunner. 


Professor, Union Seminary, Richmond, 
Va.: Prophet in the Wilderness, Hagedorn; Youth After Conflict, Watson; How 


GRAVES HAYDON THOMPSON, Professor, Hampden-Sydney: A Study 
of History, Toynbee; The Essays of Montaigne; The Seventh of October, Jules 


NELLE MORTON, Secretary, Fellowship of Southern Churchmen, Chapel 
Hill, N. C.: Christian Perfection, Fracois Fenelon; Human Destiny, Lecomte 
du Nouy; From Slavery to Freedom, John Hope Franklin. 


W. D. CHAMBERLAIN, Professor, Louisville Seminary: Eyes of Faith, 
Paul S. Minear; A Study of History, Toynbee; The Groundwork of the Gospels, 
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are constantly filled with pictures that 
undermine morality? 

I heard the beloved Dr. Robert E. 
Speer for the first time just forty years 
ago. I still remember one thing he 
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said: ‘‘People are thirsty for the wa- 
ter of life, but they will not drink it 
out of a dirty pitcher.”’ 


JOHN M. ALEXANDER. 














1948—YEAR OF CERTAINTIES 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“If we are faithless, he remains faith- 
ful.” II Tim. 2:13. 


who should be Christian enough 

to know better, will be saying 
again that the only sure facts are death 
and taxes—and even of these we can- 
not predict the man- 
ner of the one nor 
the amount of the 
other. That there 
will be shadows in 
1948 is a certainty, 
but death and taxes 
will not cast all of 
these. Shocks and 
disasters there will 
surely be. Most of 
the world now lives 
without illusions and much of the world 
exists without hope. 

Any disheartened man can say as 
much. But a Christian can say much 
more. There are bright certainties 
ahead, known to faith; known also to 
experience, for these have been tried 
and found sure in all Christian ex- 
perience in the past. Out of the treas- 
wry of Christian assurance, look only at 
three of the great promises of God. 


One is the certainty of the regularity 
of nature and of nature’s laws. ‘‘While 
the earth remaineth, seedtime and har- 
vest, and cold and heat, and summer 
and winter, and day and night, shall not 
cease.” (Gen. 8:22.) Man is fickle, but 
nature is not. Man is undependable, 
but nature is always there. Man makes 
foolish and feeble laws, but the laws 
of nature are of another sort, for hers 
are the laws of the Creator-God. Re- 
warding those who obey, punishing 
those who flout, the majesty and seren- 
ity of the physical universe invite our 
admiration and command our respect. 
If we will not plow we shall not reap, 


E NTERING the new year, many a man 


Dr. Foreman 





INTERESTING FACTS 


BROCE Milas. ........-. No. 11: 
When you need a pick-up .. . 


for a glass of milk! Its milk sugar 
digests so quickly that energy be- 
gins to rise almost immediately! 





“The Home of Better Milk” 
1810-18 W. Main St. Dial 5-2838 








what we waste we shall not have. What- 
ever else may be uncertain on this 
planet, the planet itself will keep on its 
appointed way. We may wish for mi- 
racles done on our behalf, we may think 
that because God loves us he has no 
laws for us. But this universe which 
is our home has some inflexible as- 
pects, and we shall do well to learn 
what they are. Some things can be 
changed by an effort of will; but not 
the sunrise nor the sunset, not the com- 
ing and going of the seasons, not the 
inexorable laws woven into the very tex- 
ture of each atom of earth and stars. 


NOTHER CERTAINTY is the law 
of Christ. ‘“‘Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my words 

shall not pass away.” (Matt. 24:35.) 
This does not mean simply that the 
laws of reason and justice (as Chester- 
ton put it) reach the remotest and lone- 
liest star. It is true that the moral 
law, which Jesus came to fulfil, is no 
temporary and local matter. Imagine 
any mad botany or astronomy you 
please, says Chesterton. Even there, “on 
plains of opal, under cliffs carved from 
a single pearl, you would still find the 
notice-board, Thou shalt not steal!” But 
the word of Christ is more than a code. 
He has given us an overall design for 
living, an absolute demand which yet 
applies here and now. The purity, the 
honesty, the love which he both is and 
teaches—this is the foundation of life 
in 1948 and every year, for it is the 
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foundation of the life of heaven. No 
human enterprise will endure if it ig- 
nores the foundation of the words of 
Jesus. If the laws of nature are in- 
exorable and abiding, the laws of hu- 
man life, of man’s relation to himself, 
to others and to God are inescapable no 
less. We follow new moral fashions at 
our peril. We cannot safely shut 
Christ’s ideals off into the dreamland of 
poetry nor shove them into some in- 
comprehensible eschatological fourth di- 
mension. His ideals are for us, in this 
year to come. Even if the earth should 
remain not a twelve-month longer, the 
word of Christ will endure beyond the 
sun. 


includes all others, is the presence 

of God. The promise was made 
to the brave (Deut. 31:6), and the 
brave may take itto heart (Heb. 13:6); 
“TI will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee.”” Even when our own faith fails, 
God’s faithfulness never wavers. In the 
quiet persistence of nature’s ways we 
see his handwriting on the world. In 
the good and the true and the beauti- 
ful we can see the lineaments of the In- 
visible. In the word of Christ we hear 
God’s word; indeed Christ is the Word, 
he is (as Brunner says) ‘“‘what God has 
to say to us.” And Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and forever. But it 
is never God in a book, not even God 
in the Bible, who is ever with us. A 
book can be destroyed, and of interpre- 
tations there is no end. It is God in 
the heart—the Spirit working in our 
spirit, Christ dwelling in our hearts by 
faith, the divine voice in the inmost ear 
—that fulfills the promise which is 
fresh every morning. This new year 
looms dark with heavy clouds. But the 
great question is not, What will be 
there? The question is, Who will be 
there? Without Him, sunshine is deso- 
lation; with Him, the darkness is as the 
light. 


: oe GREAT CERTAINTY, which 








Help by December 31, 1947 


Mail in your gift or pledge or send through your Church Treasurer. 


“Synod’s Permanent Committee on Educational Institutions has received 
from Presbyterian Junior College for Men a report on its financial campaign 
which shows progress, but also the necessity of raising in cash or pledges 
$44,800 before December 31, 1947, if conditional pledges totaling $15,000 are 
to be paid. The Committee heartily commends this institution to the churches 
of the Synod, and expresses the hope that they will either pay in cash or sub- 
scribe this $44,800 in time to claim the conditional pledges. . 
meet the requirement for the conditional pledges and aid in securing accredi- 
tation of the college by the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools.’’—Action of Committee on November 17, 1947. 


Gifts up to 15% subject to deduction from Federal Tax. All gifts acknowl- 
edged by Business Manager and entered on Book of Remembrance. 
Send your gift in time to 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE, BOX B-1, MAXTON, N. C. 


. This would 
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CAMPUS NEWS 








Cee 


BEN R. LACY, JR. 
Speaks for American Seminaries. 


President Ben R. Lacy, Jr., of Union 
Theological Seminary in Virginia, will 
attend a conference on theological edu- 
cation in Europe from December 29 
through January 2 upon invitation of 
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Switzerland, Dr. Lacy will meet with 
more than thirty delegates from seven- 
teen countries (1) to study the status 
of theological education throughout the 
world today; and (2) to formulate plans 
for the reconstruction of those institu- 
tions which were destroyed or closed as 
a result of the war. 

Though there will be other Americans 
in attendance (members of the World 
Council staff), Dr. Lacy will be the only 
one going from this country and he will 
be the U. S. representative. He is to 
make three addresses: (1) On the 
status of theological education in the 
U. S.; (2) “The Training of Future 
Ministers in the Realm of Christian 
Ethics and Social Problems’’; and (3) 
An analysis of present theological trends 
in America, 

Dr. Lacy was scheduled to fly to 
Geneva, leaving the day after Christmas, 
returning aboard the §. S. Zobieska, a 
Polish ship, sailing from Genoa January 
,- 


Ruth Hillhouse Working at 
Woman's College, Columbus 


Mississippi student work leaders have 
announced that Ruth Hillhouse, for- 
merly of Greenville, N. C., has begun 


the World Council of Churches. At 
Chateau de Bossey, Calginy, Geneva, 


her duties as student workers on the 
campus of Mississippi State College for 





PEACE COLLEGE 


RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA. 

First and second- year college courses; two years of high school. Trans- 
fer, General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. Program develops self- 
control, academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. Cultural advantages. Modern 
equipment, beautiful campus. Dramatics, Glee Club, Sports. Applications 
for 1948-1949 session should be made now. For catalogue, write 

William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, North Carolina. 
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Southwestern at Memphis 


Announces that a limited number of well prepared students with serious 
purpose, including some dormitory residents, may be admitted for the second 
semester, beginning February 3, 1948, since a number of those now in at- 
tendance, because of the accelerated summer program of twelve weeks, will 
have completed their courses at that time. 

Beginning classes in the laboratory sciences, French, Spanish, English, 
mathematics, Bible, speech, history, and economics will be open to such stu- 
dents. Those transferring from other colleges may enter advanced classes for 
which they are prepared. 

Applications for admission in September, 1948, are now being received 
and will be acted upon as promptly as possible. Early applications receive 
priority. 

Address inquiries to The Registrar 
Southwestern at Memphis 
Memphis 12, Tennessee 
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Women at Columbus. Miss Hillhouse 
succeeds Miss Margaret Archibald, who 
has returned to her missionary service 
in Japan. Under supervision of the 
same committee Archie McKee, a lay- 
man, is serving as student pastor on the 
Mississippi State College campus, suc- 
ceeding David Wood, who is taking post- 
graduate work at Union Seminary in 
Virginia. 


Junior College Lacks Only 
$21,149 on $150,000 Goal 


With the December 31 deadline ap- 
proaching, Presbyterian Junior College 
at Maxton, N. C., lacked only $21,149 
in order to claim conditional gifts of 
$15,000 which would bring the present 
campaign to its $150,000 goal. Among 
recent substantial gifts is that of the 
Maxton church which recently pledged 
$600 a year on the living endowment. 
Completion of this campaign will enable 
the college to meet the financial quali- 
fications for membership in the South- 
ern Association of Colleges and Second- 
ary Schools. 


Davidson’s Holidays Extended 
To Allow Longer Time at Home 


Davidson’s holiday recess was ex- 
tended four days as a result of a student 
petition, allowing those at distant points 
to be at home for New Year’s day. 
Classes will be resumed January 6. The 
extra days will be made up later in the 
term. 
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CHANGES 


Clem E. Bininger, Second church, 
Wilkinsburg, Pa., has accepted a call to 
Grace-Covenant church, Richmond, Va., 
and is expected to assume his new duties 
early in February. 

W. J. Hazelwood, Hapeville, Ga., 
stated clerk of Atlanta Presbytery, has 
been called to Columbia church, De- 
catur, Ga. 

A. M. Field from New Haven, Conn., 
to 160-B Broad St., Charleston, S. C. 

Goodridge A. Wilson, executive secre- 
tary of the Synod of Tennessee, from 
Brownsville, Tenn., to Nashville, Tenn. 
No change in work. Office: 156 N. 5th 
St.; Residence: 141 Windsor Drive. 

Bryan H. Keathley, chief in the Vet- 
erans’ Administration chaplaincy di- 
vision, has changed his Dallas, Texas, 
home address to 3218 Amherst. VA 
offices are in the Santa Fe Building. 

F. W. Gregg from 311 E. Main St., 
to 607 Saluda St., Rock Hill, S. C. Dr. 
Gregg, who retired from the pastorate 
of the Rock Hill church in September, 
is now serving as judge of the recently 
established Juvenile and Domestic Re- 
lations Court of Catawba and Ebenezer 
Townships in York County. 

James L. Jackson from Grundy, Va., 
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to Box 780-T, Route 1, Jacksonville 
Fla., where he will be pastor of th 
Southside Estates chapel and Mayport 
church, 

J. Malcolm Murchison, Crowley, La, 
has accepted a call to the First church, 
Clarksville, Tenn., effective January 2) 
His address will be 325 N. Second St. 


DEATH 


William Angus McLeod, 71, died De. 
cember 5 at Cuero, Texas, where he had 
been pastor for nearly thirty years. Dry, 
McLeod suffered a heart attack late ip 
November but had returned from the 
hospital to his home when his death oe. 
curred. Though a native of North Caro. 
lina, all of Dr. McLeod’s ministeria] 
service, except in the First World War, 
was in Texas: Nacogdoches, Lufkin, 
Ennis, First Southern at Austin, pro 
fessor in Austin Seminary, and at Cuero, 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE 


Frank H. Caldwell, president of 
Louisville Seminary, will be a Visiting 
Fellow at the Yale Divinity School from 
January 1 to September 1, on sabbatic 
leave from his seminary. 


NEW SECRETARY 


Robert Dubose, a Methodist minister, 
formerly director of religious activities 
at Duke University, will become execu- 
tive secretary of the Commission on 
Christian Higher Education, Washing- 
ton, D. C., January 1, succeeding Gould 
Wickey. 





FINANCIAL CAMPAIGN 
$ $ PLAN BOOK $ $ 
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$50,000,000 Produced 
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for 


CHURCHES and COLLEGES 
(First edition entirely sold 
New edition being printed) 

* 
Price $10 per copy 
> 


Get your copy now 
before it’s too late. 


* 
Compiled and Edited 
by 
REV. S. W. McGILL, D. D. 
822 Nuttman Avenue 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


Orders received from Texas, 
California, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Virginia, ete. 


$ $ $ ; 
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BIBLE STUDY 





(Bible quotations from the Revised 
Standard Version.) 
There was a time when it was fash- 
jonable to assert that it makes no dif- 
ference what a man believes, but that 
time is definitely past. We have seen 
beliefs turn men into brutes, lead na- 
tions to run amok, and plunge the whole 
world into misery, 

J. M. Roberts, Jr., AP Foreign Affairs 
Analyst, has recently written: 


“Since the war there has been a not- 
able upsurge in the Western world of 
the belief that international morality 
contains the only truly fertile seeds of 
peace. Commentators and public offi- 
cials—President Truman and the atomic 
scientists being notable among them— 
no longer consider it naive to suggest, 
in one fashion or another, that the only 
answer lies in world conversion to that 
group of practices which is commonly 
lumped under the term Golden Rule. 
Ettirely aside from the normal func- 
tioning of religious groups, hard-headed 
realists by the thousands have begun to 
approach this problem (with this point 
of view).”’ 


It does make a difference what a man 
believes, what groups of men believe, 
what nations believe. We shall not find 
peace on the domestic front, on the in- 
ternational front, until men generally 
accept Christian morals as the guiding 
principles in all of life. 

We begin this week a series of lessons 
om some of the great Christian teach- 
ings, and first a lesson on the Christian 
belief that matters most, the belief that 
lies back of all Christian morality, all 
Christian life. 


I. The Belief that Matters Most. 


In bringing his Gospel to a conclusion, 
John, the beloved disciple, wrote, ‘Now 
Jesus did many other signs in the pres- 
énee of the disciples, which are not writ- 
ttn in this book; but these are written 
that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that be- 
living you may have life in his name.” 

John wrote his Gospel for one specific 
purpose—not to tell the story of Jesus’ 
life, nor to give us a biography, nor to 
Poduce a best seller, even a religious 
book-of-the-month selection, nor to 
‘atisty men’s curiosity about Jesus, but 
‘0 awaken their faith in him as the 
Womised deliverer or Messiah (i, e., the 
Christ ) and more, to awaken their faith 
Nhim as the divine Son of God. To 
*complish this purpose he had care- 
fully selected from the life of his Master 
facts and testimonies (signs) which 








Most effectively contributed to 


John 20:30-31; Acts 16:11-15; 
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Beliefs That Matter 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


FOR JANUARY 4 
I Tim. 4:16; 1 Jn. 5:1-5. 


form and strengthen his own faith and 
that of his fellow disciples. 

That was also the design of the other 
three Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke, the design of the writer of the 
Acts of the Apostles, the design of Paul 
in his preaching and in the various let- 
ters which he wrote. 

To preserve this faith was the pur- 
pose of the earliest and most revered 
creeds of the Church: the Apostles’ 
Creed, originally the baptismal creed 
of the church in Rome, as early as 150 
A. D.: “I believe in God the Father 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our 
Lord .. .”; the Nicene Creed, approved 
in 325 A. D., which forms the founda- 
tion for our doctrine of the Trinity— 
“We believe in one God, Father Al- 
mighty, maker of all things, visible and 
invisible; and in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, begotten of his Father, 
only begotten .. . of one substance with 
the Father. ..’’; and the Creed of Chal- 
cedon, approved in 451 A. D., which 
gives us our dogma of the person of 
Christ—‘‘Following the holy Fathers, 
we all with one voice teach men to con- 
fess that the Son and our Lord Jesus 
Christ is one and the same, that he is 
perfect in godhead and perfect in man- 
hood, truly God and truly man... .”’ 

Today only those churches are ac- 
cepted as orthodox, and in fact only 
those churches through the ages have 
grown, which accept the deity of Christ. 
The Federal Council of Churches for ex- 
ample admits to its membership only 
those churches which accept ‘Jesus 
Christ as their divine Lord and Savior.” 
The Constitution of the World Council 
of Churches, which will be formally 
organized next August in Holland, 
states that “the World Council of 
Churches is a fellowship of churches 
which accept our Lord Jesus Christ as 
God and Savior.” 

The Presbyterian Church, of which 
our own denomination is a branch, is 
a constitutional church, with an elabo- 
rate creed, a Larger and a Shorter 
Catechism. There are many people who 
think they cannot become Presbyterians 
unless they believe all that is in the 
Confession, particularly unless they be- 
lieve in Predestination, which they do 
not always understand. But the Pres- 
byterian Church has never required its 
members to believe in Predestination; 
it does not question them about the Con- 
fession of Faith. It only asks: “Do you 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God and Savior of sinners .., .,’’ 
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and “Do you now resolve and promise 
... that you will endeavor to live as be- 
cometh the followers of Christ?’’ 

To lead men to confess their faith in 
Jesus as the Son of God, to strengthen 
and instruct them in the faith, is the 
primary purpose of our church services, 
of our Sunday school classes, of all the 
organized work of the church. 

John Knox, professor of Bible in 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
has written a meaty little volume “On 
the Meaning of Christ.’’ In this volume 
he states that “the Christian religion, 
in whatever form, finds its center and, 
it might almost be said, its circumfer- 
ence also in Christ.’”’ He recognizes that 
there are some modern Christians who 
do not seem to realize that this is so, 
who think they can believe in God with- 
out giving Christ the place of central 
importance which he has occupied in 
the church throughout its history. 


*“*God has made himself known to 
me directly,’ such a one has said to me. 
‘I need only to be still to know that he 
is God. I am on occasions at least aware 
of his immediate presence and I find my- 
self praying to One who is closer than 
breathing, nearer than hands and feet, 
and between whom and myself any 
mediation would be not only unneces- 
sary but obtrusive.’ But when I have 
persisted in questioning such a person 
as to the character of the God thus in- 
timately and immediately known, it has 
soon become apparent that he is the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
that the mediation is not needed only 
because it had already taken place and 
indeed in taking place all the while; 
that the whole prayer life of the person 
is determined by his dependence upon 
the ancient event communicated to him 
through the life of the Christian com- 
munity. . . . Must we not all acknowl- 
edge that the God who makes himself 
known to us, in whatever of our experi- 
ence, is the God whom we are able to 
recognize there only because we have 
seen him first in Christ? . . . Thus, 
whether we are historians studying the 
history of Christianity or Christians 
seeking to understand our own personal 
religious experience, we are led back 
ineluctably to him.” 


The testimony of John then is con- 
firmed by two thousand years of Chris- 
tian experience that faith is Jesus as the 
Son of God is the one belief that really 
matters; if this faith is lost the moral 
values of the Christian tradition which 
thoughtful men, whether they are for- 
mally Christians or not, are coming to 
recognize in increasing measure as 
necessary for the preservation of so- 
ciety, will in time vanish also. 


Il. The Way to Belief. 


This topic is not formally discussed 
in the passages assigned for our study, 
but the main steps are suggested in 
John 20:30-31, Acts 16:11-15, and 
I Tim. 4:16. 

1. There is the revelation of God in 
Christ—the many “‘signs’’ which Jesus 
did in the presence of the disciples, in- 
cluding the personality, life and teach- 
ing of Jesus, his death and resurrection, 
and also the coming of the Spirit, and 
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the creation of the Christian community. 

2. There is the Scripture as the wit- 
ness to that revelation. “(Now Jesus did 
many other signs . . . but these are writ- 
ten that ye may believe.” We are de- 
pendent on the written record for all of 
our knowledge of God through Christ. 
“Tradition” which the Roman Catholic 
church exalts to a place of equality with 
Scripture is untrustworthy and mislead- 
ing. Other literature which we find in- 
spiring, if it really leads us to God, has 
received its own inspiration directly or 
indirectly from Scripture, on which we 
are dependent for all our knowledge of 
Christ, and therefore for all of own 
knowledge of God. This means inci- 
dentally that Scripture finds its own 
meaning in Christ and nothing is to be 
accepted as authoritative except as it 
is related to him. 

8. There is the proclamation of that 
revelation through the church or some 
one of its representatives. The familiar 
illustration in Acts tells us how Paul 
brought the Gospel to Lydia, the first 
convert on European soil. The word 
may be proclaimed in other ways, in 
public or in private, by a minister or a 
layman, but it is only in the church or 
through the church that faith is born 
in the heart of an individual. As Emil 
Brunner has written in Revelation and 
Reason: 


“The church is the bridge which 
carries the message of the Bible over 
the stream of the centuries into the 
present. The word, the preaching of 
the church, consists essentially in mak- 
ing the word of the Bible present and 
available. Since we do not expect the 
majority of mankind to arrive at belief 
in Christ through the reading of the 
Greek and Hebrew Scriptures, so also 
we cannot expect that the majority of 
mankind will become believers through 
the ‘word of the Bible itself,’ through 
the bare word of the Bible, which has 
not been translated or made living and 


present. It is only the living, present 
word of the Bible which has creative 
power. But faith is a creation; the be- 


liever is one who has been reborn. He 
has been ‘begotten again into a living 
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hope’ by a living word—perhaps that 
of a believing mother, a friend, a 
preacher, or a writer of his own day. 
Unless an individual is addressed where 
he is, in the present, despite the fact of 
the Bible he cannot become a believer.” 


It is our duty to see that that per- 
sonal word is brought’ home to every 
one who will listen. 

4. There is God’s own Word to the 
individual. “The Lord opened her 
heart to give heed to what was said by 
Paul.” If the Lord had not opened her 
heart she would have heard Paul but 
not Christ. One does not really believe 
until one hears God himself speak. The 
word of God in the Bible does not really 
become the Word of God for us until 
God speaks through the written word, 
or through the spoken word, directly to 
our own heart and mind and will. As 
we pour over God’s word we should lis- 
ten for God’s voice. As we preach, or 
teach, or bear our personal witness, it 
should be in hope, and in the expecta- 
tion that God himself will open the 
heart to hear the message that he alone 
can bring. 

5. There is the human _ response. 
“The Lord opened her heart to give 
heed to what was said by Paul. And 
when she was baptized she besought 
us....’’ Belief in God’s Word is some- 
thing more than intellectual assent, be- 
lief in Jesus Christ as the Son of God 
is something more than acceptance of 
a doctrine about Christ; it is not real 
belief unless there is a response of 
heart, and mind and will to the demand 
which God’s word makes of us. The 
demand varies of course in accordance 
with the circumstances and the person. 
And so it is not something which is done 
once and for all. We are not Chris- 
tians because we have joined the church 
and made our public confession of faith. 
We are not Christians unless we con- 
tinually respond to God’s Word as it 
comes to us through Jesus Christ. And 
therefore as Paul exhorts, we must 
“take heed’ to ourselves, and if, like 
Timothy, we are teachers, we must take 
heed also to our teaching that we do not 
come to teach the doctrines of men, our 
own fancies perhaps, in place of the 
eternal, sometimes disturbing, truths of 
God. This leads us to consider more 
fully 


Ill. The Results of Belief, I. Jn. 5:1-5. 


Some of the results of belief in Christ 
are set forth in I, Jn. 5:1-5. 


1.€We become sons of God. ‘Every- 
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one who believes that Jesus is the Chrigt 
is a child of God.’”’ One who does not 
so believe is not a child of God and hag 
no right to the name of Christian; but 
everyone who believes, even though he 
differs with us in many other things, is 
a child of God. To deny the name of 
Christian to those who do not agreg 
with us in all things, or in a list of 
things which we ourselves deem to be 
essential, to be bitter toward or abusive 
of our fellow-believers in Christ, sug. 
gest that our own faith is not complete; 
for John says that faith means— 


2. We love other Christians. ‘‘Every 
one who believes that Jesus is the Christ 
is a child of God, and everyone who 
loves the parent (God) loves the child 
(those who believe in Jesus).’” But 
notice that this love to man must be 
regulated and characterized by love and 
obedience to God. Otherwise our love 
may be merely sentimental, and even do 
more harm than good. “By this we 
know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God and obey his com- 
mandments.” We have all known 
parents who love their children, but 
who because their scale of values is not 
God’s, have helped to wreck their lives 
for time and it may be for eternity. 
This leads to— 


4. Obedience—as the third mark of 
belief in Christ. ‘‘For this is the love of 
God that we keep his commandments.” 
Obedience then becomes a test of our 
faith. Or, as James puts it, ‘‘faith with- 
out works is dead.” 


5. Victory over the world. John “has 
spoken of belief and of love; he now 
treats of righteousness and its possible 
triumph. ‘His commandments,’ he af- 
firms, ‘are not burdensome.’ They are 
not too hard to obey; they are not un- 
reasonable in their demands; for he 
gives the grace needed for their fulfill- 
ment. Of course difficulties are in- 
volved, effort is required; John does not 
deny this. Any man who resolves to 
obey God will have continual opposition. 
‘The world’ does not love God or his 
commandments; its maxims, its prin- 
ciples, its ideals, its spirit are all con- 
trary to his will. For the Christian con- 
flict is certain; but victory is likewise 
assured; the divine energy imparted by 
10d is mightier than the power of the 
world. ‘For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world.’ The weapon 
which secures the victory is faith. For 
the believer the triumph is regarded as 
already won; ‘and this is the victory 
that overcomes the world, our faith. 
This is true potentially, and in prin- 
ciple, but practically the battle must be 
fought out in daily experiences. Whel 
one has put his trust in Christ he is once 
and for all on the side of victory; but 
as the unbelieving world continually 
assaults him, he must continually de 
pend upon Christ for strength and for 
triumph.”—(Charles R. Erdman: The 
General Epistles, published by West- 
minster Press. ) 
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BOOK NOTES 


IN THE LIGHT OF THE OROSS. 
By Harold Cooke Phillips. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press. Nashville and New 
York. 204 pp., $1.75. 

Dr. Phillip’s new book grew out of the 
Jarrell Lectures delivered at Emory 
University. It is an incisive study of the 
sins which brought Jesus to the cross, 
and which threaten the church and the 
world in our own time. He asks the 
question: “‘What crucified Jesus?” The 
answer is: Ecclesiasticism, Privilege, 
Nationalism, Opportunism, Secularism, 
Militarism, and Acquiescence. The 
reader is led to see that there are vast 
areas in our modern life which have not 
yet been redeemed by the grace of God. 
This is not a book of comfort. It was 
written to probe the conscience, chal- 
lenge, call to repentance, 

C. GRIER DAVIS. 





Asheville, N. C. 


AROUND THE WORLD WITH THE 
BIBLE. By Gertrude J. Rinden. Friend- 
ship Press, New York. 126 pp. 

The theme of the 1947-48 interde- 
nominational missionary study for chil- 
dren it, “The Bible Goes Round the 
World.”” The book mentioned above is 
a collection of thirteen stories written 
for Juniors developing this theme 
whether it is taught in Sunday school, 
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Vacation school, Schools of Missions or 
story hour groups. It is a companion 
volume to “My Story Book About the 
Bible.” 

A Junior teacher’s guide to accom- 
pany the story book has also been pre- 
pared by Emily Ellis and though not 
seen by this reviewer, it is understood 
that it presents plans and procedures 
for presenting the stories. The story 
book can be used by itself, however. 

DOUGLAS S. (Mrs. H. D.) BROWN 

Rock Hill, S. C. 


ADOPTING A CHILD. By Frances 
Lockridge. Greenberg, New York. 216 
pp., 1947, 

This factual and sympathetically writ- 
ten book covers a complete range of 
questions from the history of adoptive 
procedures through elements in success- 
ful adoption. 

Among other conclusions the author 
demonstrates through factual data that 
‘‘mental and emotional health of a child 
can be assayed with amazing accuracy” 
at a very early age, and that ‘‘adoption 


successes are overwhelmingly in the 
majority.” 
HERITAGE OF FREEDOM. The 


History and Significance of the Basic 
Documents of American Liberty. By 
Frank Monaghan. Princeton University 
Press, N. J. 150 pp., $3.50. 


Many who see the Freedom Train and 


15° 

many more who don’t will be delighted 
by this book which gives the history and 
significance of each of the more than 
125 documents exhibited on that train. 
About thirty of the documents are re- 
produced in facsimile. It is a fascinat- 
ing piece of work. A. N. B. 


Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them. Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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achievements. 





CHILDREN - FREEDOM 


Everything that Christmas means to God-fearing Americans is identical with the 
ideals for which our churches stand. 


It is fitting. therefore, that we pay respectful tribute to the religious leaders and 
workers of all faiths, whose efforts have made Richmond respected for its spiritual 


A FRIEND OF LONG STANDING 


ALL THAT 
CHRISTMAS IS 


* 


THE HOPE OF 
A NEW YEAR 


WORSHIP - PEACE ON EARTH - CHRISTIAN HOMES - BRIGHT-EYED 
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the same Star 


‘‘And lo, the Star, which they saw in the 
East went before them, till it came and stood 


over where the young Child was.’’ 


That same star—with a promise of a better 
tomorrow is a beacon of hope for our children 


today. 


Its message of assurance gives courage to 


all. As we keep our eyes on that star with 
its reminder of Peace on Earth—Goodwill To- 
ward Men, let us face the New Year with gra- 
titude and friendliness and with warmth and 
tolerance for everybody. 

That same star’s bright gleam reflects the 
greeting of cheer and goodwill we send your 


way this day. 


Richmond Paper Company 


INCORPORATED 


Richmond 9, Virginia. 


PAPER, ENVELOPES, 


CARDBOARD AND 


SPECIALTIES 











DECEMBER 29, 1947 








